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The Terror Relief Ride

By Maya Reinhart

I was standing in line for the Great Bear roller coaster at Hershey Park. I was waiting with my friend, Emma, my brother, Nathan, his friend, Nick, and my babysitter/chauffeur, Jen. I felt like a little jitterbug was running up and down my back. I was so nervous. There were butterflies in my stomach and I was trying to decide whether or not to ride the roller coaster. 


With each step towards the ride, my fear mounted higher and higher. I couldn’t stop worrying and saying, “I don’t know if I should go on or not!” To top it off, Nathan kept trying to tell me that I would be fine(I know I’ll be fine, they won’t let people on if they won’t be fine). So on we went, through the long line of people. 
By the time we got to the near-front of the line, I wanted to make myself go on the ride. The only problem was that I was almost positive my feet would stick to the ground and not let me go. Then, in no time at all, there was only one group ahead of my friends and I. I was REALLY SCARED!!! Then a man came around checking heights. It’s a good thing we were paying attention because if Emma hadn’t stood up taller she wouldn’t have been allowed to ride. 
Then, the gates opened in front of us. I ran across the platform to take off my shoes. Then I strapped myself into one of the seats. The man came around again and checked all the buckles. Then the platform beneath us dropped away and we slowly tilted and climbed the first “hill”. Right now, in emotions, my mind was going CRAZY! I had exceeded the word “terrified”. To my right I could hear, “Maya, are you okay?” coming from my babysitter, Jen. I was absolutely speechless. The only thing I could do was take slow, deep breaths and tell myself that this was going to be really fun. Up we went. I saw the world, felt a gush of wind, my stomach flipped with a flash of sky and it was over.
Holy cow! I was actually smiling! Jen looked over at me and said “Was that fun? Are you alright?”. All I had to say was “That was the most fun ride I have ever been on!”. I was so relieved. Then, out of my mouth came “We should totally ride that again!”.
So that was the highlight of my day at Hershey Park. Next time I go I will be sure to ride the Great Bear at least once. Maybe twice. (  
